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real proof that the Mayas ever formed another wide-
spread empire, but there is evidence to show that each
city-state had its own king and that feudal wars and
quarrels were frequent, although all were more or
less subject to the priest-kings of Mayapan, These
priest-kings claimed direct descent from the Plumed
Serpent (Kukulcan) and were largely instrumental
in raising the New Empire to its high state. On
the 'Other hand, those who founded Chichen-Itza
were not priests, but belonged to the warrior caste
and were known as Itzaes. There is a great deal of

The Plumed Serpent (Kukulcan) from a sculpture in the "Temple of the Foliated
Cross" at Pulcuquc.
mystery surrounding the early dynasty of the
Mayas and the number of their kings is unknown,
but we may be fairly -certain that the Quiche
monarchs were supreme in Guatemala, that, dur-
ing the various civil wars of the Mayas, Nahua mer-
cenaries were employed, and that these Mexican
soldiers of fortune introduced many arts,, customs
and words of their own race.
Like the Aztecs, the Mayas recorded events by
codices, three of which are preserved. These are the
Codex Peresianus in Paris; the Dresden Codeoa and
the Troano Cadcat in Madrid. All of these deal
principally with mythology, but they have never been